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Introduction to the day 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of friendship. 
We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the image 
of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the essence of life with Christ. 
Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep mutuality of the relationship into which 
Christ invites us. The Greeks believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. 
This is the mutual love of Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by 
the Spirit. 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
GATHERING SONG Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (ELW 389) 
 
1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 
The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
to distant years in Palestine, 
but saving, healing, here and now, 
and touching ev'ry place and time. 
 
3 In ev'ry insult, rift, and war, 
where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, 
revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 



 
5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
good news to this and every age, 
till earth and sky and ocean ring 
with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 
GREETING (ELW p. 138) 
 
He is Risen 
He is Risen indeed, Alleluia. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS (ELW p. 146) 
 
Volunteers for Eastern Synod Assembly: Toronto will be hosting synod assembly at the 
Delta Airport Hotel from June 20-22 and we need volunteers. If you are able to 
contribute time to helping at assembly, please speak to Pastor Jordan. Roles to fill 
include Stewards, Ballot Counters, Greeters, Hospitality Desk Personnel, and Setup 
Assistance. 
 
Sunday May 12: Service of Holy Communion at 12pm with Pastor Peter 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (ELW p. 140) 



 
 



 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 142) 
 
Let us pray.  
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour 
into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
 
A reading from Acts. 
 

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the 
Holy Spirit comes upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives 
of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ. 
 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking 
in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay 
for several days. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 98 

 
 
Refrain: 
Shout with joy to the Lord, | all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 
 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. R 
 



5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 
 and the peoples with equity. R 
 
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
 
A reading from 1 John. 
 

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s 
commandments. Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through 
love and faith. 
 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the 
world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God? 
 
 6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only 
but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is 
the truth. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 142) 

 
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them 
in the days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they 
love one another. 

 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 
I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON (ELW p. 143) 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love (ELW 708) 
 
Refrain 
Jesu, Jesu, 
fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve 
the neighbors we have from you. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
silently washes their feet, 
master who acts as a slave to them. Refrain 
 
2 Neighbors are wealthy and poor, 
varied in color and race, 
neighbors are near us and far away. Refrain 
 
3 These are the ones we will serve, 
these are the ones we will love; 
all these are neighbors to us and you. Refrain 
 
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, 
silently washing their feet: 
this is the way we will live with you. Refrain 

 
CREED (ELW p. 104) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with 
our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 
every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to 
care for all your creatures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 
partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care 
for one another. We pray especially for those we name aloud or in our hearts at this 
time. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, 
that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 
council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 



Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 
before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE (ELW p. 143) 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING Praise and Thanksgiving (ELW 689), Verses 1, 2, 4 
 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
for all things living, you have made good: 
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 
 
2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you, 
that with our neighbor we may be fed. 
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you, 
harvesting, milling for daily bread. 
 
4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people, 
freely confessing your gracious hand. 
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger; 
your love sustaining showers the land. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
 



We give thanks to you that you illumine our 
way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need 
awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; 
through Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145) 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 



SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING 
 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG Crown Him with Many Crowns (ELW 855) 
 
1 Crown him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon his throne; 
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
all music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
of him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless king 
through all eternity. 
 
2 Crown him the virgin's Son, 
the God incarnate born, 
whose arm those crimson trophies won 
which now his brow adorn; 
fruit of the mystic rose, 
yet of that rose the stem, 
the root whence mercy ever flows, 
the babe of Bethlehem. 
 
3 Crown him the Lord of love-- 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bend their burning eyes 
at mysteries so bright. 
 



 
4 Crown him the Lord of life, 
who triumphed o'er the grave 
and rose victorious in the strife 
for those he came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
who died and rose on high, 
who died, eternal life to bring, 
and lives that death may die. 
 
5 Crown him the Lord of years, 
the potentate of time, 
creator of the rolling spheres, 
ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me; 
thy praise and glory shall not fail 
throughout eternity. 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
  



EPIPHANY COPYRIGHT 
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Christ is Alive Let Christians Sing 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Music: TRURO, T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. IL. 
 
Jesu, Jesu, Fill us With Your Love 
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. 
Music: CHEREPONI, Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin 
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream. IL 

Praise and Thanksgiving 
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Music: BUNESSAN,Gaelic tune; arr. hymnal version 
Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
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